Between extremes, we generally meet with the truth, and it is by the antagonism of such extremes that the truth is elicited;?an observation which has been repeatedly verified in our own profession, and of which the subject we now propose to consider offers, to our 
passionate verdict on the validity of the information adduced, and the merits of the reasoning founded thereon.
Mr. Hancock is at issue with many of his predecessors and contemporaries on two important points in the treatment of strangulated hernia;
viz. the administration of purgative medicines, and the mode of conducting the operation for the relief of the strictured intestine. We think he has much reason on his side; and our own practice has been very much influenced in the same direction, and on the same grounds, for some time past. We do not, however, go the full length with him, in entirely denouncing one mode of practice, and as exclusively adopting the other. This we consider a mischievous extreme, and scarcely warranted as a practical conclusion from his own statistics and experience.
Before entering upon such brief review as our space will afford, of the subjects under consideration, it may be as well to state each position separately ; and then proceed to the discussion of the opinions maintained by the supporters of the several views, and the grounds on which they base their inferences. First, of the operation for the relief of strangulated hernia.
The most usual mode of performing this operation is, by laying open the peritoneum which forms the sac, and then dividing the stricture. For reasons to be presently stated, some surgeons have thought right to deviate from this practice, and to adopt, as a general rule, the division of the stricture external to the sac of investing peritoneum, which surrounds the strangulated gut or omentum. This plan has received the distinguishing appellation of Petit's operation; though it dates its origin to a time prior to its advocacy by that surgeon.?The question is, which of these two modes of practice is to be adopted as the general rule: and 
